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From Pastor Carrie 
Thanks to all who have the attitude of gratitude and are “All In” in investing in the future that God is preparing for 
BPC in the New Year.  Your pledge makes an impact on how we do the ministry of connecting people with God’s 
grace and love and will make a difference in the lives of those we reach out to with the love and saving grace of 
Christ our Lord.  As we move into the winter months, be looking out for information about events that help us 
connect with each other in deeper ways and to connect with our communities around the church to discover the 
needs of our neighbors and friends.  Your prayers, participation and pledges are all needed as we move forward 
as connectors of God’s grace. 
 

On another note, Advent is right around the corner!  With the world experiencing so much chaos, upheaval and 
disasters, our theme for our Advent worship services will be “Calm and Bright.”  Did you know that the song 
“Silent Night” is celebrating its 200th anniversary this year and we will be using this song as the framework 
surrounding 5 words- Peace, Love, Joy, Hope and Light- of the Advent season?  We hope all will experience God 
anew as we enter into this holy season. 
 

The annual Tree Lighting Ceremony this year is on Friday December 7th starting at 7:00PM at the Boyds Post Office.  
After a brief time of singing Holiday songs and lighting the tree, there will be a hayride to the church and the Faith 
Formation Ministry Team is leading an Advent Fair filled with food, fellowship, carol singing, crafts and a visit with 
Santa.  This is FREE and open to everyone, so bring your friends.  This is a wonderful way to meet our neighbors, 
so grab some hot chocolate and a cookie and get your Christmas spirit on!  If you would like to help, please 
contact Dee Smith. 
 

On a personal note, I want to thank all of you who have supported the mission trip to Puerto Rico.  We have 31 
people participating from our Presbytery, 7 from BPC!  We will be working in two different places- one near San 
Juan at the seminary connected to the Presbyterian Church whose buildings have been devastated by the 
hurricanes and the other place is in the southwestern area of Puerto Rico in the town of Añasco.  We will be 
working with the First Presbyterian Church of Añasco and doing rebuilding projects and leading a day camp for 
kids and youth.  In both places, we will be participating in the “Dia de los Reyes”, (3 Kings Day or Epiphany), which 
is a huge celebration.  There is much work to do, but more importantly, we are ambassadors of Christ’s love and 
grace and we hope this connection with the people of Puerto Rico will be transformative for all.  If you would like 
to donate to this cause, we are still collecting gift cards – MasterCard and Visa cards are the most helpful, but 
Home Depot and Walmart cards are helpful too!  If you would like to donate online, please click on the following 
link: https://ncpdrn.carrd.co/#support  - click on the “Donate Now!” button. 

https://ncpdrn.carrd.co/#support


 

 

May you find peace and calm as we move through the hustle and bustle of the month of December. 

Blessings! 
Carrie 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

On Christmas Eve, poinsettias will decorate the sanctuary “in memory of loved ones.”  
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia, order envelopes are in the sanctuary, P–W Hall and 
Kerr Hall. They are 6-inch potted plants with a foil cover and cost $11 each, available in color 
choice of red or white. Order deadline is December 16th. 
 

 

 Christmas Eve Services 
   7PM Family Candlelight / Communion, Sanctuary 
   9 PM Traditional Candlelight / Communion, Sanctuary 

 

Upcoming & Recurring Events 



 

 

The Choir meets every Wednesday at 2PM at Jane Dassen’s house. Contact Jane at  
301-948-9816 if you’re interested in joining. 
 

The Praise Team meets every Wednesday at 7PM in Kerr Hall. Contact Jasper at 706-405-5262 
if you’re interested, or you can just come join us. 
 

Lunch Bunch meets the second Tuesday of each month at various restaurants. The next  
gathering is December 11th at NOON at Bassett’s, in Poolesville. For reservations, contact Margaret Leaman at 
301-972-5744 or meleaman@msn.com by Sunday, December 9th. 
 

M&Ms (Mission and Merriment group) meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month in 
P-W Hall, from 11AM – 1PM. At each meeting, we start with a devotion, have a brief business meeting and then 
make fleece blankets for local charities. Some members of M&Ms also knit and crochet prayer shawls and hats at 
their homes. 
 

Contact Marj Turbyfill at 301-972-0265 if you are interested in receiving any of the items we provide or for more 
information. 
 

Soul Sisters will not meet during December. 
 

 

Boyds Presbyterian Church Mission Statement 
 

Connecting all to God’s love and grace. 
Engage. Nurture. Serve. 

 

From the Session 
 

At the congregational meeting held on Sunday, November 4th, the congregation welcomed the new Church 
Officers and Trustees for board meetings beginning in February.  The congregation welcomes our new Elders, 
Deacons and Trustees. 
 

Elders: Glenn Karta, Hammet Hough and Bob Hoyt 

Deacons: Maria Romero, Heather Buehler and Janice Edwing 

Trustees: Cornelia Burr and Don Pleasants 
 

Following the congregational vote, we welcomed Lyman Smith, co-chair of Congregational Transitions 
Commission with Presbytery, to discuss where Boyds is now and what the future could hold.  Specifically, we 
learned about a potential change in Pastor Carrie’s role as interim pastor to stated supply which works on an 
annual contract basis and helps churches overcome the “when will this interim period end” question. 
The stated supply position is created and approved by Session which is continuing to discuss the option and 
the potential contract details. Look for more information in the coming announcements and newsletters. 
In the meantime, if you have any input, please call the Church Office or email the clerk of Session, Doug 
Fiedler, at dlfiedler@aol.com. 
 
 
 

mailto:meleaman@msn.com
mailto:dlfiedler@aol.com


 

 

Questions? 
Session is always seeking your input. Please feel free to contact any member of Session, Pastor Carrie or the 
Church Office. Session members include Doug Fiedler (clerk), Anne Davies, Brenda Jones, Dee Smith, Mark 
Stunder and Cathy Reese. 

Next meeting:  Monday, 11/5 at 7PM in P-W Hall. 

 

From the Trustees 
The Board of Trustees met on Tuesday, November 27th. Trustees are looking for a licensed handyman to take care 
of minor problems as they come up; any recommendations would be appreciated.  Plans for the inspection of the 
tar and gravel roof on the Vail Building are being finalized.  Various problems inside and outside our buildings are 
being addressed on an on-going basis. Trustees are not planning to meet in December. 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to ALL ! ! 

Next meeting:  Tuesday, 1/22/19 at 7PM in P-W Hall. 

 

From the Deacons 

The Deacons met on November 12th. We continue to coordinate with the Worship, Fellowship and Mission 
Teams.  The second Ledo Pizza fellowship fundraiser was held on November 5th and a good time was had by all 
who participated.  We have one more planned (to be held December 3rd from 4-10PM). Come on out, and spread 
the word widely to help make the event even more memorable!  We also finalized our Christmas Angel Tree 
mission event—the tree is now up in P-W Hall.  As in the past, please choose an ornament, purchase the item 
written on the ornament, and bring both back; the gifts will be distributed to families in need.  We also received 
additional training from Pastor Carrie on bringing Communion to those unable to come to Church. 

Next meeting:  Monday, 12/10 at 7PM in P-W Hall. 

 

The Faith Formation Ministry Team met on November 2nd. The 
focus was details of the Advent Fair.  We expect a good 
community turnout of both children and adults.  We decided on 
the crafts for pre-school, elementary-school age, and poster-
coloring for adults.  Volunteers are still needed. We hope to 
have a large turnout from the church and local community.  Also 
discussed caroling, food, Santa, and a banner and signs. 
 

Youth confirmation study and Ablaze are moving forward well.  The Lock-in (Nov. 9-10) included Cosmic Bowling 
and a trip to Krispy Kreme donuts.  Confirmation is set for Sunday Dec. 2nd at the 9:30AM service. 5 youth will be 
confirmed. The confirmands have been working on a variety of service projects with their mentors, including 
working with at-risk animals and a coat drive. 
 

Adult and youth volunteers are still needed for the Advent Fair and Tree lighting on Dec. 7th. Planning has begun 
for the Family Advent Service on Sunday Dec. 23rd. 
 

Adult Bible Fellowship will not meet during December. 
 

The Adult Study Group meets every Wednesday at 7PM in P-W Hall. Contact Dick Ernst at 301-540-2143 for more 
information. 

Next meeting:  Thursday, 12/6 at 7PM in P-W Hall. 

 



 

 

 
 

From the Worship Team: BPC Candles 
of Hope 
 

(by Mark Stunder, Chair) 

As the single mom drives into the BPC parking lot and 
enters our door for the first time on Christmas Eve, a 
lot of thoughts are on her mind.  My finances are bad-
-how can I continue to make ends meet? Can I stay 
healthy and keep my job? How can I provide for my 
sick daughter and help my son who gets bullied at 
school? Will my children have a chance at college?  
Why are my coworkers so unfriendly? My parents are 
getting old-how can I take care of their needs too? 
I feel increasing anxiety not only about my life and my 
children’s, but also about national and world events. 
I’m totally stressed about everything. I have doubts. 
 

And then the candles are lit, and the Christmas Eve 
prelude begins while tears start to trickle down her 

face. 
 

The world can be an unforgiving and dark place. People are looking for hope as they face challenges and issues in 
their lives. And that hope comes in the form of the Christ child. Born into the world to save the world, to calm 
anxieties, to eliminate doubt, and to proclaim God’s love. 
 
 



 

 

The candles on Christmas Eve and on every Sunday represent the light of Christ flowing out into a dark world. 
That light shines on the organ, piano and guitar as the hymns and music are played and the choir and praise team 
sing. The light shines on the Bible as the word is spoken and preached by Pastor Carrie.  The light shines on 
communion, served in remembrance of Christ’s death and resurrection. This season the light shines on the 
manger, representing Christ’s birth and the faith of Mary and Joseph. And the light shines on the cross, 
representing Christ’s suffering for us and his glorious resurrection.  
 

Most importantly the glow of Christ’s love in those candles radiates outward from our church and you, the BPC 
congregation, outward to our community, wiping away tears of anxiety and fear as we live out our mission 
statement of “Connecting all to Christ’s love and grace.” 
 

So, this Advent and Christmas season make a special effort to attend a worship service:  
 

 December 2nd: 10:00AM Confirmation Service – Kerr Hall 

 December 9th, 16th: Normal service times of 9:30AM (Contemporary-Kerr Hall) and 11:00AM (Traditional-
Sanctuary) 

 December 23rd:  10:00AM Family Advent Service – Kerr Hall 

 Christmas Eve: 7:00PM Family Service, 9:00PM Traditional Service.  
Both are candlelight/communion services and are in the Sanctuary 

 December 30th: 10:00AM Service of Carols-Sanctuary 
 

As she ends singing Silent Night with the candlelight illuminating her face, a BPC member engages her in a 
conversation and a new friendship is born. She begins to feel connected to God’s love and grace and 
strengthened through God’s word to move forward in life and deal with her anxieties and fears. She smiles. 
 

Reach out and touch someone with God’s love and grace this season and bring a smile to their face. 
 

Merry Christmas from the Worship Team! We usually meet once a month in P-W Hall. Members of the team are:  
Glenn Karta, Nancy Knott, Dee Smith, Mark Stunder (chair) and Marj Turbyfill Staff members include Jasper Davis, 
and Rev. Carrie Yearick. 

Next meeting:  Thursday, 12/13 at 7PM in P-W Hall. 
 

 
 

Angel Tree Donations 
BPC’s Angel Tree will benefit several local families.  The tree is in P-W Hall and is decorated 
with tags requesting gifts such as toys, blankets, books, stuffed animals, and gift cards.  
Donations should be unwrapped and brought to P-W Hall by Sunday, December 16th. The gifts 
will be delivered the following week. 

Thanks for your help, 

The Mission Ministry Team 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Bad Weather Action Plan 
In the event of heavy weather this season, please use one of the following for 
worship schedule changes: 
 

Call the church office @ 301-540-2544 
Check our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/BoydsPresbyterianChurch 
Check our webpage: https://www.boydspc.org 
 

We will update any service change info before 8AM on Sunday morning. 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/BoydsPresbyterianChurch
https://www.boydspc.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Appreciation and Gratitude to: 

 Everyone who hosted a November fellowship: 
 Trustees 
 Everyone who contributed to the Potlucks 

  Everyone who helped with the Stewardship Dinner 
 Kay Curtis for cleaning the church 
 

 
 

We need volunteers to host Fellowship between services on Sundays. It’s easier than it sometimes looks. 
Deacons make the coffee and help serve it and the lemonade. The food is meant to be simple:  e.g. cookies, 
grapes, cheese and crackers. The emphasis is on fellowship and, while a big spread is appreciated, it is wholly 
unnecessary. So partner with another family, if you like, but please take a turn. Sign up is in P-W Hall. The last 
Sunday of each month is potluck. 
 

The 2019 Sanctuary Cleaning schedule is on the bulletin board in the church vestibule. Please sign-up to clean 
for one month. 
 

 

Pray for grieving:  
Family and friends of those who passed away during November: 

 Ute Aminzadeh 

 Zelda Weimer Morgan 

 Diane Albertini 
 
 
 

 
 

Pray for healing: 
Gwen Alred; Ian Armstrong and family; Taylor Barnes; Jeffrey Barrientos; Karla Barron; Stephanie Bennett; Susan 
Blackman; Ron Breland; Callier family; Aaron Cantler; Mark Cantwell; Nancy Daughtry; Dean; Averi Donat; Dick 
Ernst; Blair Gibson; Ginger & Steve Gibson; Gregory Glaude; Perri Green; Greg; Joe Healy; Gene Hoilman; Ken 
Huff; Jason Johnson; Joe Katran; Larry King; Eddie Kiser; Renie Kiser; Nancie Kondo; John Labbe; Ellen Landriau; 
Jack Louth; Zelda Morgan; Marcia Nass; Christine O’Connell; Tony Pirrone; Rex Reed; Linda Reise Brainard; Mary 
Lou Robertson; Justin Rosner; George Smith; Mark Sutch; Andrea Kempner Wink; Arthur & Mary Virts; those who 
have recently lost loved ones; active members of the armed services and their families; members of our church; 
those affected by natural disasters and tragedies. Pray for those recovering from their war wounds, for victims of 
violence and war throughout the world. 
 

Mission & Merriment have prayer shawls to give to anyone, church member or friend. 
To request a prayer shawl, please contact Marj Turbyfill at 301-972-0265. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

December   2 – Confirmation Sunday, Communion 
December   3 – Ledo Pizza Fundraiser 
December   7 – Tree Lighting & Advent Fair 
December 14-15 – Youth Lock-in & Christmas Party 
December 16 – Angel Tree gifts & Poinsettia orders due 
December 21 – First Day of Winter & Newsletter deadline 
December 22 – Advent Service Rehearsal & setup 
December 23 – Family Advent Service 
December 24 – Christmas Eve Services, Office Closed 
December 25 – Christmas Day, Office Closed 
December 31 – New Year’s Eve, Puerto Rico Mission Trip begins 
 

 


